
Sweet tunes 
Group keeps dulcimer music, traditions alive 

WANT TO G O ? 
• What: Frontier Day Celebration with crafts, costumes and music typical of the fron-
tier heritage of Florence, including music by members of the Shoals Dulcimer and Folk 
Music Association 
• When: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sunday 
• Where: Corner of Hermitage Drive and Seminary Street, Florence 
• Details: 256-760-6379 

By Jake Wilbanks 
FortheTimesDaily 

One of the region's liveliest and most 
heritage-focused events, the Shoals 
Dulcimer & Folk Music Festival, took 

place in Florence earlier this month. 
Organized by the Shoals Dulcimer and 

Folk Music Association, the free public event 
is just one of many ways the traditions of dul-
cimer and folk music is kept alive. 

According to the Smithsonian website, 
dulcimer comes from the Latin and Greek 
words "dulce" and "melos," which combine to 
mean "sweet tune." 

The association is a collection of musical 
enthusiasts who love teaching others about 
the rich history of dulcimer music almost as 
much as they love the instrument itself. And 
the musicians take the opportunity to play for 
the public as often as they can. 

They will again share their love of the dul-
cimer and share their skills during the Fron-
tier Day Celebration at Pope's Tavern this 
weekend. 

Focusing on music, crafts and costumes 
typical of the frontier heritage of the Shoals, 
the Frontier Day Celebration is a good fit for 
the dulcimer group. 

"It's calling back to the old times, families 
getting together, playing music as a family, 
teaching one another, and passing on a 
unique kind of heritage," said Ann Evans, 
president of the association. 

Evans became involved in the Shoals asso-
ciation through her love and interest in the 
art of the dulcimer. 

After moving to Florence from Georgia in 
2008, she accepted a friend's invitation to 
come to one of the association's Friday night 
meetings. She then was hooked. 

Dulcimer enthusiasts will perform for the 
public through the celebration Saturday and 
Sunday at the historic Pope's Tavern and 
Museum on the corner of Hermitage Drive 

and Seminary Street in Florence. 
Celebration hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sunday. 
During the dulcimer festival earlier this 

month, there were plenty of activities for both 
new and old fans of the genre, including eve-
ning and afternoon "jamming" sessions for 
patrons to enjoy, different dulcimer-related 
products for customers to buy, and free music 
lessons taught by several well-known players 
from the area. 

Jerry Todd taught beginner lessons, Joyce 
Kendall taught chord lessons and auto harp 

lessons were taught by Dwayne Posey. 
If you think a dulcimer festival wouldn't 

attract many attendees, you would be wrong. 
Association members said more than 20 dif-
ferent acts registered for stage performances 
during the festival. 

According to Evans, the turnout for the 
festival was as great as it has been in the past 
few years, with folk music fans all the way 
from Huntsville, Athens and even Missis-
sippi making an appearance. 
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